
These and similar claims were declared false and fraudulent
and in January, 1921, judgment of condemnation and for¬
feiture was entered and the court ordered that the product
be destroyed.—[Notice of Judgment No. 9154; issued July
21, 1921.]
Antilaiteuse.—In September and November, 1920, a quan¬

tity of Antilaiteuse, consigned by Dr. N. A. Sirois, Man¬
chester, N. H., was shipped from New Hampshire to Maine.
Analysis of a sample of the article by the Bureau of Chem¬
istry showed that it consisted essentially of Epsom salt, about
85 per cent., and ground juniper berries. The trade package
contained such claims as :

"To Cleanse and Relieve the body and blood of all poisons and impuri¬
ties causing all kinds of disorders."
"Weening, removal of milk from limbs and blood, to prevent miscar¬

riage, diseases of the womb, change of life, dropsy, kidney disease, rheu¬
matism, eclampsia, excessive stoutness, paralysis, piles

. . .

and
poor digestion."
"It acts by cleaning the kidneys, .

.

. and the blood."

These claims were declared false and fraudulent in that
the article contained no ingredient or ingredients capable of
producing the curative effects claimed. In January, 1921,
judgment of condemnation and forfeiture was entered and
the court ordered that the product be destroyed.— [Notice of
Judgment No. 9108; issued June 17, 1921.]

Leonardi's Injection No. 1.—A quantity of this product,
shipped in March, 1918, and consigned by S. D. Leonardi
and Co., Inc., was declared misbranded by the federal author¬
ities. The federal chemists reported that analysis showed
the preparation to consist essentially of an alkaline solution
of borax, camphor and berberin. The stuff was falsely and
fraudulently recommended as an effective treatment, remedy
or cure for gonorrhea and gleet. In February, 1921, judg¬
ment of condemnation and forfeiture was entered and the
court ordered that the product be destroyed.— [Notice of
Judgment No. 9191; issued July 25, 1921.]

THE RESISTANCE OF ANTIBODY TO
TRYPTIC DIGESTION

To the Editor:\p=m-\InThe Journal, June 25, p. 1920, Berg
raised objections to a statement made by us (J. Immunol.
6:185 [March] 1921) that antibodies are not affected by
trypsin over considerable periods. The objection is based on
a series of experiments by Berg and Kelser (J. Agric. Res.
13:471, 1918) in which they exposed tetanus antitoxic serum
to the action of trypsin and found a loss of antitoxic power
of 60 per cent, in six days.
While we were familiar with the many attempts that had

been made to purify immune serum by means of digestion
and that such experiments were almost invariably accom-

panied by loss of antibody content, we considered that such
experiments were not comparable with our own, which were

performed under totally different conditions. Instead of
using serum more or less diluted, we employed a solu-
tion of antibody prepared as follows : Pneumococci were
allowed to absorb from an antipneumococcic immune serum
such antibodies as they would (the well known absorption
test), the sensitized pneumococci were then washed free of
serum, extracted with mildly alkaline solutions, and the bac¬
teria removed from the solution by centrifugation and filtra¬
tion through filter candles. Such solutions contained a very
considerable concentration of antibody, but necessarily con- j
tained such an infinitesimal amount of serum protein that in
fact they no longer gave a chemical test for these substances.
As far as we are aware, solutions thus prepared contain

antibody in the purest form in which it has yet been obtained,
and digestion experiments conducted with such purified solu¬
tions must necessarily have greater weight than when the

experiment is complicated by the presence of a mass of ^erurn
proteins whose digestion products may or may not be dele¬
terious to the antibody molecule.
The experiments of Berg and Kelser were made with

solutions containing 20 per cent, of the serum protein content
of the original serums, and were therefore complicated to
this extent. Of the basis of their experiments, Berg and
Kelser state that although they believe the antitoxic molecule
to be nonprotein in nature, it is so closely associated with a

digestible protein that the splitting of this substance causes

a splitting of the antitoxic molecule.
Antibody is either nonprotein in nature, protein or a com¬

pound molecule combining a nonprotein and protein base.
Berg and Kelser would place it in the latter class, since

that is the meaning of their statement as to the close asso¬
ciation of a protein fraction, but their evidence is inconclu¬
sive and capable of several interpretations. Our eyperiments
would place it either in the nonprotein class or in that class
of proteins not digestible with trypsin.
It is, of course, possible that the basic chemical nature of

the antitoxic molecule differs from that of the antipneumo-
coccic agglutinin and protective antibody with which we

worked. In that case the experiments of Berg and Kelser
have no bearing on our results except to show that our con¬
clusions were too sweeping ; on the other hand, if the basic
nature of antibodies is the same (a reasonable assumption),
their results are diametrically opposed to ours.

If in any set of conditions in which trypsin is active, anti¬
body is unaffected, such experiments cannot be invalidated by
other experiments done under conditions introducing an

uncontrolled factor, such as was present in the work of Berg
and Kelser. If in the presence of such a factor, antibody is
inactivated or destroyed and, in the absence of this factor,
remains uninjured, one must assume that this substance or its
derivatives are responsible for the deterioration. We must
hold, therefore, that the experiments noted by Berg and Kelser
in no way invalidates either our experimental evidence or our
conclusions.

F. M. Huntoon, J. Masucci and E. Hannum,
Glenolden, Pa.

"EFFECT OF LIGATION OF VAS DEFERENS
ON TESTES"

To the Editor:\p=m-\Kindlypermit me to add the following
remarks to the answer to Dr. Heuler's query on page 1698
of The Journal, June 11. The consequences of a vasectomy
depend entirely on the technic used at the operation. If the
vas, which Steinach considers to be probably also an organ
of internal secretion, is severed, while all, even the smallest,
blood vessels are spared, the results will be quite different
from those generally following a brutally performed vasec-

tomy. The operation as done under Steinach's personal
supervision is a simple, but also a very delicate, one; con-
sequently the testicle does not suffer any degeneration, and
the results are quite different from those which we used to
see in the times when Keyes' subcutaneous ligation was so

often clumsily performed, and which we still frequently
enough see after some operations for varicocole.

Victor G. Vecki, M.D., Lucerne, Switzerland.

Diabetes and Syphilis.\p=m-\R.A. Bullrich writes to the Semana
M\l=e'\dica27:379, 1920, to comment on the relative frequency
of. inherited or acquired syphilitic disease of the pancreas as
a cause'of diabetes. At the same time, he points out that
diabetes is extremely rare among.the less well-to-do although
syphilis is s,o common among them. In addition to this fact
is the experience that the fasting method of treating diabetes
yields results far surpassing those obtainable with mercury.
Each case therefore has its own indications, and an eclectic
point of view is the wisest.
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